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Michael A. Sugarman, PhD, ABPP
Assistant Professor, Department of Neurology, Medical University of South Carolina
Board Certified in Clinical Neuropsychology by the American Board of 
Professional Psychology (obtained May 7, 2021, certification number 9410)
SC Psychologist License #1509

Education
2010 – 2016
Wayne State University, Detroit, MI
Doctorate Program in Clinical Psychology (APA accredited)
Minor: Neuropsychology
Advisor: John Woodard, PhD
PhD awarded August 2016 
2010 – 2012
Wayne State University, Detroit, MI
Master of Arts in Psychology awarded December 2012
2005 – 2009
University of Rochester, Rochester, NY
Bachelor of Science in Brain and Cognitive Sciences awarded May 2009
Magna Cum Laude with Highest Distinction and Highest Honors in Research

Employment and Clinical Experiences
Assistant Professor, Department of Neurology, Division of Neuropsychology
Medical University of South Carolina 
November 2021 – Present. Charleston, SC

Clinical: Clinical practice is currently 25% of activities, conducting outpatient neuropsychological evaluations with a specialty focus in presurgical workup for medically refractory epilepsy. Epilepsy focus includes participation in multidisciplinary meetings and assisting with Wada testing. Contributing to medical student and resident training through observation of my clinical practice and didactic presentations. Also performing Independent Medical Examinations on a limited basis, including for the National Football League Baseline Assessment Program, Fitness for Duty Evaluations, and traumatic brain injury.

Research: Since May 2024, I have 75% protected time for research activities under the primary mentorship of Andreana Benitez, PhD. Specific projects include:
· Analyzing plasma biomarkers including phosphorylated tau-217 within a longitudinal sample examining changes in white matter microstructure in preclinical Alzheimer’s disease
· Leading research diagnostic consensus conferences and project management roles with a collaborative research team
· Managing a pilot grant to examine novel plasma biomarkers in the context of amnestic mild cognitive impairment
· PI on independent research study examining late-onset epilepsy of unknown etiology (LOEU) including plasma biomarkers and cognition

Psychiatry Specialists of South Carolina: April 2021 – August 2021. North Charleston, SC
Worked as an independently functioning clinical neuropsychologist within a multidisciplinary practice (Pain Specialists of Charleston). Conducted outpatient neuropsychological evaluations and presurgical psychological evaluations for spinal cord stimulator and bariatric surgeries. 

Charleston Neuropsychology: September 2018 – March 2021. Mt. Pleasant, SC
Worked full-time as an independent clinical neuropsychologist in an outpatient private practice setting. Primary clinical focus was conducting outpatient neuropsychological and psychological evaluations with adult and geriatric referrals from referral sources including neurology, psychiatry, and primary care. 

Edith Nourse Rogers Memorial VA Medical Center: Bedford, MA
Post-Doctoral Fellowship: September 2016 – August 2018
Clinical supervisors: Maureen O’Connor, PsyD, ABPP-CN and Malissa Kraft, PsyD, ABPP-CN
Two-year fellowship in Neuropsychology according to Houston Conference guidelines. Included outpatient and inpatient neuropsychological evaluations and cognitive rehabilitation. Provided clinical supervision for practicum students. Included a research rotation at the Boston University Alzheimer's Disease Center (see more in Research Experiences section). 

Internship: September 2015 – August 2016
Clinical supervisors: Lee Ashendorf, PhD and Maureen O'Connor, PsyD, ABPP-CN
Predoctoral intern at APA-accredited internship, with concentration in neuropsychology meeting Houston Conference training guidelines. 

Wayne State University Psychology Clinic: September 2010 – May 2015. Detroit, MI
Included training and experience with psychotherapy (individual, couple, and group) and psychological evaluations. I also taught first-year graduate students, provided clinical supervision for junior graduate students, and served as a psychotherapy intake coordinator for the clinic. 

Rehabilitation Institute of Michigan: September 2013 – August 2014. Detroit and Novi, MI
Clinical supervisors: Stephen Vangel, PhD and Thomas Gola, PhD
Conducted outpatient neuropsychological evaluations in Novi, MI. Also conducted neuropsychological assessments and individual and family psychotherapy on the inpatient rehabilitation unit in Detroit, working in the Neuroscience and Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation units. 

John D. Dingell VA Medical Center: September 2012 – August 2013. Detroit, MI
Clinical supervisor: Bradley N. Axelrod, PhD
Conducted outpatient and inpatient neuropsychological evaluations during a one-year practicum position. 





Awards/Grants
1. Fall 2025 MUSC Specialized Center of Research Excellence (SCORE) on Sex Differences Career Enhancement Core Scholar, providing 50% protected research time and $20,000 annually in research support for submission: “Sex differences in late-onset epilepsy of unknown etiology”
2. Recipient of 2025 Medical University of South Carolina Center for Healthy Aging Pilot Grant ($30,000) as Principal Investigator for submission: “Examination of Alzheimer’s disease plasma biomarkers in late-onset epilepsy of unknown etiology”
3. Recipient of 2025 NeuroKey Pilot Grant (sponsored by Inoviv) providing free biomarker analysis for 75 plasma samples (value of $61,425) for submission: “Plasma biomarkers in amnestic mild cognitive impairment using the NeuroKey-3 assay”
4. Recipient of Re-Entry Supplement (NOT-OD-21-134) for early career researchers transitioning from clinical to research activities under the mentorship of Andreana Benitez, PhD, providing 75% protected time for research activities between May 2024 and November 2025
5. Board-Certified in Clinical Neuropsychology by the American Board of Professional Psychology 
(written examination passed June 2019, oral examination May 2021) 
6. Principal Investigator for NIH-sponsored $25,000 pilot grant for 2017-2018 through Boston University Alzheimer’s Disease Center: “Longitudinal relationship between plasma total tau and cognition in older adults”
7. Recipient of 2015 Elizabeth Olson Memorial Award for outstanding written paper in gerontology: “The semantic memory in late-life pilot study”
8. Recipient of 2015 Ross and Margaret Stagner Memorial Award for Excellence in Psychology, presented to a graduate student demonstrating significant contributions in research, teaching, and/or service
9. Recipient of 2015 Charles L. Gdowski Memorial Award for an outstanding research project in clinical psychology: “The efficacy of paroxetine and placebo in treating anxiety and depression”
10. Recipient of Summer 2015 Dissertation Fellowship from Wayne State University Graduate School
11. Winner of Second Place award at 2015 Wayne State University Graduate Research Exhibition
12. Recipient of 2014 John Teahan Memorial Award in Clinical Psychology at Wayne State University, presented to a graduate student demonstrating excellence in clinical training
13. Recipient of 2013 Gerald Rosenbaum Endowed Graduate Training Scholarship in Clinical Psychology, presented to a graduate student conducting research in neuropsychology, psychopathology, or health psychology
14. Wayne State University Psychology Department Competitive Rumble Fellowship Recipient 2012-2013
15. Wayne State University Graduate Research Fellowship 2010-2011
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