
If you want to determine whether particular literature has: 
● Relevant reach  
● Interpretive power  
● Applicability to America’s diverse population 

 
You need: 

●  Relevant search terms 
 
 
AACN defines diversity in its broadest sense, including but not limited to: 

● Ethnicity 
● Culture 
● Linguistic background 
● Sexual orientation 
● Deafness/ disability 
● Socioeconomic status 

 
 
However, not all authors use these exact terms when discussing these issues. If you are 
having challenges in thinking of search terms or finding relevant literature, here are some 
resources: 
 

● Common terms are found in these appendices: 
○ APA Multicultural Guidelines​: Appendix A 
○ APA Race & Ethnicity Guidelines​: Appendices A & B 

 
● If you have access to PsycINFO, it includes a Psychological Index Term Thesaurus to 

help you tap the relevant literature. 
○ https://www.apa.org/pubs/databases/training/thesaurus  

 
● The National Institutes of Health and National Library of Medicine also maintain 

medical subject heading (MeSH) guides that facilitate access to relevant literature and 
semantically-related terms. 

○ You can browse terms directly in MeSH: 
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/meshhome.html 



For example, searching for “cross cultural” leads to several heading results: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you click on one of the terms, it gives you a brief definition and related terms, and allows 
you to browse its classification tree: 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● ...Or you can use MeSH within PubMed to broaden your search: 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/  
 

For example, if you are searching for the impact of socioeconomic status on Alzheimer’s 
incidence and cognition. You could use “ses alzheimer incidence,” and select an article: 
 



 



 
 
 
 
You can see the MeSH metadata, and use that to broaden or narrow your search by adding 
those terms to your search list. 

 



You can see that we added two of the MeSH terms from the first article to our search (social 
class & cognition). This has now led to a slightly different search with relevant results that 
were not obtained with our initial search. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
           

    
           


